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The difficulties funding cancer Research

Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad

The world needs this focus on cancer; the disease that
has resisted efforts to develop a cure. Every year millions
of people die of cancer. Many of my own relative suf-
fered and die of cancer.

The sufferings of cancer patients are usually for a long
period. The pain is terrible. Mentally also the certainty of
death soon tortures the mind and heightens the suffering.
The knowledge that there is no cure for cancer frightens
the patients. But some would wish to die early because of
the unbearable sufferings.

Cancer is terrible disease. It cannot be that forever can-
cer cannot be treated and cured. Medical science has ad-
vanced so much that diseases which were incurable in
the past can now be treated and cured. New approaches
to curing or prevention of diseases have been developed.
Today there are more vaccines and antibiotics which are
affective.

It is a matter of carrying out research systematically by
as many centers as possible. For this money, large sums
of money would be needed.

Unfortunately the world is doing more research on killing
people then on curing people. Trillions of dollars are
spent on research on more efficient ways to kill people in

wars, on producing weapons of mass destruction on con-
ventional weapons, on equipping vast armies with these
very expensive weapons, re-equipping them with newer
weapons periodically; than on research and development
of medical products to cure diseases such as cancer.

I am sure that even if only a fraction of the funding for
research on weapons is channelled to research and de-
velopment of cures of cancer, by now we would have
discovered or developed the means of curing this terrible
disease.

Unfortunately the people keep on electing Governments
which allocate more funds on weapons than on medicine
and medical treatment.

People should insist that candidates for elections should
pledge to allocate more funds for medical research, in
particular that concerning cures of cancer, before they
elect them to form Governments. This is especially the
duty of rich democracies.

Your foundation should be welcome by all if it can pro-
mote the idea of allocating more funds for research for
cancer cures, you would be contributing a lot towards
promoting and curing cancer and the sufferings of cancer
patients.

/

Dr Mahathir bin Mohamad
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The 35th

Sapporo International
Cancer Symposium 2016

Cancer epigenome: from discovery to translation
June 24Fri-25sat, 2016 Royton Sapporo

Friday, June 24, 2016
8:00 - 9:00 Registration

9:00 - 9:10 Opening Remarks
Toshikazu Ushijima (National Cancer Center Research In-
stitute, Japan)

Welcoming Remarks
Hiroshi Kobayashi (Sapporo Cancer Seminar Foundation)

Session 1: Clinical applications of epigenetic alterations

2

Chairperson: Hiromu Suzuki
S1-1 9:10 - 9:40
Mechanisms of Sensitivity and Resistance to Epigenetic
Therapies
Mark Dawson (Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre & Univer-
sity of Melbourne, Australia)

S1-2 9:40 - 10: 05
Targeting Lysine Demethylases for Cancer Therapy i 3

-
Takayoshi Suzuki (Kyoto Prefectural University of Medi-

cine, Japan)

S1-3 10:05 - 10:30

Assessment of Methylation and Mutation Burdens Provides
Precision Cancer Risk Diagnosis

Toshikazu Ushijima (National Cancer Center Research In-
stitute, Japan)

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee on Poster

Session 2: Non-coding RNA
Chairperson: Makoto Nakanishi
S2-1 11:00 - 11:25
Inhibition of Histone Deacetylase Induces miRNA-Mediated
Androgen Receptor Suppression in Prostate Cancer
Yutaka Kondo (Nagoya City University, Japan)

S§2-2 11:25- 11:50

miRNAs involved in LY6K and estrogen receptor « contrib-
ute to tamoxifen-susceptibility in breast cancer

Jong Hoon Park (Sookmyung Women's University, Korea)

11:50 - 12:00 Coffee Break

Luncheon Seminar
12:00 - 12:45 Luncheon Seminar

Sponsored by Analytik Jena AG

12:45 - 13:10 Coffee Break

Session 3: Dysregulation of epigenetic modifiers (1)
Chairperson: Yutaka Kondo

S3-1 13:10 - 13:40

EZH2 is a potential therapeutic target for H3K27M mutant

pediatric gliomas

Kristian Helin (University of Copenhagen, Denmark)

$3-2 13:40 - 13:55 (short talk)

The histone methyltransferase SMYD3 regulates the AKT
pathway in human cancer

Ryuji Hamamoto (National Cancer Center, Japan)

$3-3 13:55 - 14:10 (short talk)

BET inhibition remodels tumor stroma and suppresses pro-
gression of human pancreatic cancer

Keisuke Yamamoto (The University of Tokyo, Japan)

Session 4: DNA methylation (1)
Chairperson: Takehiko Kamijo
S4-1 14:10 - 14:35
Methylation profiling of hepatocellular carcinoma
Hiroyuki Aburatani (The University of Tokyo, Japan)

S4-2 14:35 - 15:00
Enhancer Alterations in Hepatocellular Carcinoma
Alfred Cheng (The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China)

S4-3 15:00 - 15:25

Cell type-specific gene expression regulated by intragenic

CpG islands

Young-Joon Kim (Yonsei University, Korea) b

15:25 - 15:55 Coffee on Poster

Session 5: Epigenetic plasticity
Chairperson: Hiroyuki Aburatani
S5-1 16:55 - 16:20
Genomic-epigenomic network in tumor development
Takehiko Kamijo (Saitama Cancer Center, Japan)

§5-2 16:20 - 16:35 (short talk)

Oncogene expression stabilizes cancer cell identity, revealed
by cancer cell reprogramming

Katsunori Semi (Kyoto University, Japan)

S5-3 16:35 - 17:00

CCL18 signaling in Breast Tumor-Associated Macrophages
fosters a Cancer-Promoting Microenvironment

Erwei Song (Sun-Yat-Sen Memorial Hosptial, China)

17:00 - 18:00 Poster Session iy

1F Castle, Royton Sapporo
18:30 - 20:30 Banquet

Saturday, June 25, 2016

Session 6: DNA methylation (1)

Chairperson: Takashi Tokino
S6-1 9:30 - 9:55
Critical roles of aberrant DNA methylation in colorectal tu-
morigenesis
Hiromu Suzuki (Sapporo Medical University School of
Medicine, Japan)

S6-2 9:55 - 10:20

Regulation of Maintenance DNA methylation by histone
ubiquitylation/deubiquitylation circuitry

Makoto Nakanishi (The University of Tokyo, Japan)

I’-h m

S6-3 10:20 - 10:35 (short talk)

New findings on epigenetic regulation of repetitive sequence
reveal future possible clinical applications in cancer

Apiwat Mutirangura (Chulalongkorn University, King Chu-
lalongkorn Memorial Hospital, Thailand)

Session 7: Dysregulation of epigenetic modifiers (2)
Chairperson: Toshikazu Ushijima

S7-1 10:35 - 11:00

N-a-acetyltransferase 10 protein in DNA methylation, can-

cer and development

Li-Jung Juan (Academia Sinica, Taiwan)

S7-2 11:00 - 11:30

Unraveling the role of SWI/SNF complex mutations in hu-
man tumor development

Bernard E Weissman (Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer
Center, USA)

o FD

11:30 - 11:40 Closing Remarks
Toshikazu Ushijima (National Cancer Center Research In-
stitute, Japan)
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